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Aloha Holy Innocents `Ohana,
As I write this article in my first month as your Vicar, I’m thinking about how we will
resume worship services next Sunday on October 24, after putting them on hold, for
the second time, in response to the COVID numbers here on Maui.
It’s been an unsettled time, but hopefully we’re heading back to more of what we
think of as “normal”. And “normal” at this time of year means: thinking about
Stewardship, Diocesan Convention for some of us on October 22 and 23, All Saints
Sunday on November 7, Advent beginning on November 28, preparing for Christmas
with the hope that we’ll be able to sing Christmas hymns and carols. And along with
these, is all the business of the church: worship services, meetings, visiting the sick,
dealing with the unexpected. Busy, busy busy.
With all of this busy-ness, especially when we’re just getting back up to speed, it can
be a challenge sometimes to pace ourselves, to simply slow down and take a
breath. And there’s a tendency to think that all this “doing” is what God asks of us. It
is… but it’s not all that God asks. We are asked that our “doing” come out of our
relationship with God, not be an end in itself. When I think of healthy relationships, I
think of people getting to really know each other, spending time together, talking with
and listening to each other. These things help build healthy relationships, and these
things are what God asks of us. Know and love, spend time, talk and listen… in
prayer.
I think of the Scripture passage Luke 5:12-26. In it, Jesus was having a
busy day. He healed a leper, and then, because so many people were pressing in,
the friends of a disabled man lowered the man through the ceiling of the house where Jesus was, so that he could be
touched and healed. But between these two accounts it says “But he (Jesus) would withdraw to deserted places and pray.”
Elizabeth Baumann wrote: “…(This) is not the Jesus we’re used to! The Jesus we remember is the healer. And don’t
we measure our own lives the same way? When we are asked about our ministries, we reply with the healing-type-things:
the shut-ins visited, the Bible studies led, the soup kitchens staffed. Would any of us think to say, “I spent time in
contemplative prayer”?”
“It would be easy to draw the conclusion that even Jesus couldn’t do everything and took time for himself, thus we
also should take care of ourselves. That is true. But what if it wasn’t — and isn’t — an either-or? What if Jesus wasn’t
choosing to leave the people who needed him in order to take care of himself, but was actually doing something
that helped them even more? (Emphasis mine.) What do we think had more impact on the world: Jesus healing someone
— even lots of people, or Jesus praying? And if, as I think we do, we answer: “Jesus praying,” then isn’t the same true for
us? Aren’t we more effective in prayer than in anything else we “do”?”
It’s a busy time for us, and it will get busier. And with everything going on, it’s even more important that we make
prayer a priority… before starting to “do” all those things waiting for us. To ask God’s guidance, and help, and presence…
because that’s what comes from a healthy relationship.
And now, we all have lots to do, like reading through this newsletter before getting to the next thing. -- But do
something with me, right now, please. Stop. No, really stop. Take a slow deep breath… and then slowly let it out. And
before moving on to the next article in this newsletter, join me in saying, “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name…”
Blessings,
Bruce+

Reverend Canon Sandy Graham

Reverend Canon Sandy Graham
with the Bishop’s Committee
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TO ALL OF GOD’S PEOPLE IN THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF HAWAI’I AND THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MICRONESIA
My dear Siblings in Christ Jesus,
In this time when people have been devastated by hurricanes, fires and earth quakes, we are called upon to give generously
to Episcopal Relief & Development . Episcopal Relief & Development is the compassionate response of The Episcopal
Church to human suffering in the world. Hearing God’s call to seek and serve Christ in all persons and to respect the dignity of
every human being, Episcopal Relief & Development serves to bring together the generosity of Episcopalians and others with
the needs of the world.
Episcopal Relief & Development faithfully administers the funds that it receives from the church and raises from other
sources. It provides relief in times of disaster and promotes sustainable development by identifying and addressing the root
causes of suffering.
For over 80 years, Episcopal Relief & Development has been working together with supporters and partners for lasting change
around the world. Each year the organization facilitates healthier, more fulfilling lives for more than 3 million people struggling with hunger, poverty, disaster and disease. Inspired by Jesus’ words in Matthew 25, Episcopal Relief & Development leverages the expertise and resources of Anglican and other partners to deliver measurable and sustainable change in three signature program areas: Women, Children and Climate.
I call on all Episcopalians in Hawai’i and Micronesia to donate to Episcopal Relief & Development today. I further hope our
churches will share this information at all services, in newsletters/e-news, and on websites with renewed vigor throughout
September and the rest of 2021.
Donate now at : https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/give/donate-now/individual-donation/
In addition, Episcopal Relief & Development has provided Prayers for Those Affected by Disaster.
Please be generous!
Your Brother in Christ Jesus,
+Bob
The Right Reverend Robert L. Fitzpatrick
Bishop Diocesan
The Episcopal Diocese of Hawai'i
229 Queen Emma Square
Honolulu, HI 96813-2304
www.episcopalhawaii.org
Bishop-in-Charge
The Episcopal Church in Micronesia
911 North Marine Corps Drive
Upper Tumon, Guam 96913
www.episcopalmicronesia.org
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Our Stewardship Campaign for 2022 is tentatively rescheduled to begin December 5
and end December 19 based on how and when we are able to resume in person worship services. We have missed our normal church activities but God willing we will
get back to them slowly and safely.
Mahalo to all who have been supporting Holy Innocents with your pledges and your
prayers.
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HOLY INNOCENTS PRESCHOOL
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
OCTBER 28-29 & NOVEMBER 1
We are excited to announce that we are finally having an inperson Scholastic Book Fair from October 28-Novemebr 1. The
conference room in the back of the school will be set up like a
mini Barnes and Nobles, where there will be many different
books for purchase.
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